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MEETING NOTICE - Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association will meet this month 
on April 14th at 7:30 P.M. in the Security Savings & Loan Building, East 


Platte at Union Boulevard, Any person interested in Amateur radio is invited 
to attend. 


RRKKKKKKE 


PRESIDENT'S CORNER BY Bill Croghan, WBYKSW: Another good month with a suc- 
cessful hidden transmitter hunt. Lew Preller, WSPCZ gave us all a great chase. 
Dick, K6DBR/% was the winner with only 8.7 miles. Second place was taken by 
Brad WBSOYX and John, WBYMHA with 34 miles. Myself? Well, I learned a lot - 
nuff said! The last Sunday of each month is going to be a foxhunt. K6DBR/# 
leads off for April. 


This month's program, arranged by Chuck, WA@ZCS will feature Rod Hannah from 
Mountain Bell. He'll have a movie and more. 


Novice classes are going well with over a dozen waiting for the Novice written 
exam. About four are already on the air, including Dave, WN@SFD. Another new 
call in the area on 2 meters is WB@SFR, Robby. Yup, that's Channel Cat Robby. 
Congrats to all the licensees! 


Help! We need more ideas for activities, particularly for involving those 
who are more interested in HF. I'm also still looking for someone to chair 
another Swapfest for August or September. 


c.Q. Denver, C.Q. Pueblo, C.Q. Air Force Academy, C.Q. Cheyenne Mountain, C.Q. 
alli other Radio Clubs! How about dropping a note to Zero Beat to let us know 
what your group is up to? QSL? 


Here are some recent changes in FCC Rules. The requirement to draw diagrams 
has been.officially dropped on exams. It hadn't been done in years anyway, 
Repeater definition has been reworded to drop reference to intra-city. Makes 
no real difference to anyone. One other change could make quite a difference. 
A minor change in the wording of the regulations will be implemented by the 
FCC in an experimental Code Testing Procedure. In a few selected offices, 
code proficiency will be determined by a multiple choice test on the contents 
of five minutes of code at the regular speéds. 80% is passing. You will:have 
no choice if the Denver office is one of the selected test sites. It will be 
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the only way you_can take the code test. It will probably be alright with 
those who can get pretty good- copy, but not quite letter perfect for 65 or 
100 in a row. I'm going to shoot for my Advanced on the 14th. I'll let you 
know what Denver is doing. 73's - Bill, WBSKSW 


RKKRKKEK 


TORNADOS HIT THE CHICAGO AREA recently, killed five and injured about 50. 
With public service radio Channels thoroughly tied up in one touchdown area, 
WRIACW repeater provided the only communications link with telephone ties 
through its autopatch for almost an hour. Illinois Governor Dan Walker; in 
the area on a campaign tour, used the system himself to expedite dispatch of 
emergency equipment to the scene, HR REPORT 


RKRKKKEEK 


REPEATER NEWS by Larry Rice, WBYKDN: As most of you know, the 16/76 machine. 
has been sick - in fact; it almost died! One evening I received a report 

from Cheyenne Mountain - Clyde Still - that he heard a loud exposion, which 
was Our transmitter, and the building filled with smoke. Clyde ran to check— 
on the machine and found flames coming from the power supply. He got the f_ 2 
out, but the entire right side of the power supply was burned up. All wiring 
and components were either charred or melted. Keith Conquest went up the 

next night to take a look at the machine and decided to pull the power supply. 
out and bring it back to the Springs. 


After a couple of call, Robby at Channel Cat agreed to rebuild the power sup- 
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Rly and replace the burned wiring and parts. That evening Chas., Keith and 

irry went to the mountain to replace the power supply, which worked perfect. 
Everyone was excited until we looked at the transmitter. After pulling the 
bottom shield, we found everything from the driver forward was broken, burned 
or destroyed by the explosion. We replaced the driver tube, the final, all 
wiring and parts that were necessary. As near as we can tell at this time, 
the explosion and fire was caused by one shorted capacitor in the transmitter. 
April 2nd K#YXC, WBSKDN and WBYSFR will take two Cushmans and other test 
equipment to the site in an attempt to restore the machine to the standards 
that all the supporters would expect. 


This is as close to death as I've ever seen a radio come and still be restored. 
Thanks to all the supporters for your generous contributions and to Keith 
Conquest and Channel Cat for the work they put into it. The 37/97 machine is 
still working very well. . Thanks to K@UDG and K6DBR/@ we have a 21 foot piece 
of pipe to rebuild the antenna with. The pipe came from a four foot deep, 30 
foot long ditch. Thanks guys for digging it up! Weather permitting, the 
antenna will be rebuilt in a week or so. 


RRERKEREKK 


CB EXPANSION DELAYED until at least early 1977! In a surprise move Friday 
the Commissioners; agreed to postpone action on both Class D (27, MHz) expansion, 
Docket 20120, and the proposed Class E (220 MHz) service, Docket 19759, until 
new technical specifications for CB equipment can be developed. These tech- 
nical specs will be the subject of a new Notice of Proposed Rule Making which 
will propose tight limits on both receiver incidental radiation and trans- 
mitter spurious and harmonic outputs. The Commissioners set the end of this 
.ar as the deadline for action on this as yet unwriten NPRM, and said that 
until it is acted on no further action will be taken on either CB expansion 
docket, At the same time they also said they plan to include the recently 
announced study to be conducted by FCC's Office of Plans and Policy on the 
"Long Term Needs of the General Public for Personal Radio.Communications" 
in their future deliberations on possible CB expansion. 


The delay will certainly come as a shock to the CB industry, whose insiders 
have been predicting the Class D expansion to 50 or at least 40 channels 
would be announced at the FCC Forum at PC '76 on March 30th. However, Class 
D expansion, once thought a sure thing, has been the subject of an increasing 
number of "second thoughts" in recent weeks. 


Postponment of CB expansion is important to the Amateur Radio Service ina 
number of ways. The continuing landslide of new 27 MHz licensees should force 
a growing number of CB hobbyists with serious technical interests to consider 
Amateur Radio Service as an alternative (which many already are as discussion 
in the current HR Report indicates. Dayton Hamvention reports they have the 
largest percentage of non-licensed early registrants in their history!). Like- 
lihood of Class E on 220 MHz, already low, will be further diminished as fur- 
ther delay enhances UHF technology. Fears that Class D expansion would drive 
the HF and 27 W gang higher in frequency and into 10 meters can also be post- 
poned. The further delay in CB expansion is certainly significant - the re- 
percussions, in and out of industry, as well as to the Amateur service will 

be interesting to watch! HR REPORT 


vet KRKEK EK 


«PRAA MOBILE HUNT by Lou Preller, W@PCZ: The PPRAA mobile hunt was held Sun- 
day, March 28th. Dick, K6DBR/@ was the lucky winner and will have the honor 
of being the "bunny rabbit" on the next hunt which is scheduled for the last 
Sunday of April. Be sure and have your equipment ready to go on that Sunday. 
We had six "foxes" tracking down the poor bunny who was starting to worry 

about ever being found, Although Dick did find him in.about 45 minutes, the 
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others were wandering around the Opposite end of town. Everybody who par- > 
ticipated had a "ball", so have your rigs tuned and ready to roll and join 
us on the next hunt, April 25th. 


BRAKE 


TRANSMITTER HUNTING IN '65 by Rosie Lewis, WAQMNL: Speaking of transmitter 
hunts brings to mind some the club had back in '65. The gang met at the Red 
Cross Building on Cascade Avenue to be sure they had it all together. The 


bit first, The transmitter was hidden within a certain radius and could be 
no more than 20 feet from the roadway. After most of the hunters had con- 
verged on the bunny, the word would go out and we'd all meet for coffee, des- 
Sert and RCC. 


With Spring just around the corner in March of '65 a young man's fancy turned 
to....love or a transmitter hunt??? It was hard to decide which, so our young 
son DGL, Larry combined it all in a transmitter hunt and gave everyone a great 
day of hunting and fun. With the help of ERA Eldon, SLN John, and wmMp Wally, 
Larry became a "daddy" to a baby 2'er. At the appointed hour Larry could be 
found spending the afternoon in a park near St, Mary's Uptown Church. To out- | 
ward appearances it was a young man in dark glasses, three young ladies and a 
well wrapped baby stroller, spending a leisurely afternoon in the park. On 
the picnic table was a diaper bag, baby bottles and a picnic lunch, The baby ~ 
stroller concealed the 2'er and battery. When "Daddy" tended the baby, he 

was turning on the rig and he'd send out modulated CW from the LEG keyer under 
his overcoat, 


An old lady walked past the group and paused to see the baby. She stopped, 
stared, wiped her glasses and stared again. One of the gals tested a bottle 
and handed it to "Daddy". The lady said "0h, you poor things" and hurried on. 
The transmitter being hidden on a one way street didn't help the situation 
and as the transmissions got longer, the baby's battery got weaker, so a 
change was in order. This possibility had been thought of earlier and Lt 

was made without the "hunters! in the area being aware of it, As the after- 
noon wore on one enterprising Amateur decided to ask the kids at the park 
bench if they had seen any people in the area, thinking he might get a clue 
that way. And that was how GCH, George found that baby rabbit! 


It's important for the person hiding the transmitter not to give his location 
while checking out a site. One ham while in Cheyenne Canyon, asked for a 
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check early on a Sunday and giving his exact location, When he came on in 
“he afternoon of course we knew where the "rabbit" was. We arrived first but 
-isqualified ourselves as we had no rig in the car and only a bent old clothes 
hanger that just might have been an antenna! 


KRREKKKEKEK 


SIMPLE HEADLIGHT WARNING CIRCUIT (good for radio, too) is a diode in series 
with a 12 V buzzer connected between ignition fuse (cathode side) and head- 
light (or other "always hot” accessory) fuse. Works in most (fuse in cold 
return) autos, while reversing diode with connections made to 12 V hot leads 
from ignition switch and from accessory to be protected works on cars with 
other wiring schemes. HR REPORT 


KEKE KEK 


PIKES PEAK FM ASSOCIATION NEWS by Pete Demario, KZUDG, Repeater Chairman: At 
last! The 16/76 machine is back and up to specs again, working wonderfully, 
thanks to the recent retubing by WBSKDN Larry, K@YXE Keith, W@PT Bart, K1KTO 
Al and WAZJNO Clyde realigning the receivers and transmitters. They had about 
$35,000 worth of equipment at their disposal to do this, (a spectrum analyzer 
courtesy of Al and two Cushmans courtesy of Clyde and Robbie, WBSSFR from 
Channel Cat) plus other exotic equipment too numerous to list, Well done 
gang! 


The auto patch on 146.16/76 is now operational. To access this patch identify 
your call and time, press the star on your tone pad for one and a half seconds, 
release the star, wait till you hear the dial tone and then dial your number. 
After you have completed your call, press the cross hatch (#) on your pad for 
-ene and a half seconds to release the phone line, then say patch is completed 

ad identify your call. Calls are to be of an important nature - no dialing 
for time or ski reports, ete. You can call home for instance when you are a 
few miles away and tell your people when you will be home, or phone in acci- 
dents directly to the polic. Make up a list of emergency numbers and place 
them in your car so that they will be available when needed. 


No commercial traffic on the auto patch will be permitted, no calls starting 
with ® or 1 or calls to the information operator are to be made. Please ob- 
serve these rules so we can keep the auto patch working for us. Thank you! 


RRKEKKES 


AMATEUR RADIO IS ENJOYING A BOOM second only to that of CB. Clubs sponsoring 
training classes report enrollments up 50-500 per cent over a year ago, and 
the increasing number of colleges and high schools offering a night school 
course leading to an Amateur Radio license find it's among the first to be 
filled up. Instructors report about half their students are present or former 
CBers, and many individual Amateurs are being approached by CBers who've spot- 
ted call letter plates or antennas and want assistance in becoming Amateurs. 


1976 looks likely to be Amateur Radio's greatest year of ‘growth, and it's 
certain to be helped by the forthcoming ARRL developed training program guide- 
lines that will eventually permit local Amateur Radio clubs to’ bypass some of 
the delays in the FCC licensing process for their trainees. The prospects 
aren't waiting for the new program, however - it's up to us, individually and 
through formal club training classes, to see they're not disappointed. 


“Ane worthwhile suggestion to help sustain student interest is to pair students 

1 a One-to-one basis with a volunteer club member. The student is then in- 
vited to spend a social evening visiting the member's station, letting him 
experience operating an Amateur station and hopefully leading to an on-going 
personal support for the student's progress. 


DARA RF CARRIER via HR REPORT 
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